lender, in which the charge of peculation against Gen. Hamilton was repeated with much solemnity. The latter sent the publication to Mr. Monroe, and made a respectful and friendly application to him to be relieved, thro' his agency, from the odium of the charge by a statement that would have that effect. Party spirit ran high, and Mr. Monroe omitted to comply with this request. This omission drew from Gen. Hamilton a letter that was not a challenge absolute or conditional in its terms, and contained no expression from which an intention to make it the prelude to a challenge could be positively assumed, but no one doubted on reading it that such was the General's ultimate expectation. This was answered by Mr. Monroe with a few but slight words of explanation in regard to the course he had adopted, and with, a declaration in conclusion—from all that appeared in. the correspondence, quite abrupt,—that if the General's letter was intended to convey a demand for personal satisfaction his friend Col. Burr was authorized to make the necessary arrangements. Gen. Hamilton denied that such was the intention of his letter, but said, in reply, that if an invitation to the field was intended to be conveyed by Col. Monroe's letter he should not decline it, and his friend Major Jackson was authorized to make the arrangements that would in that event become necessary. Mr. Monroe disclaimed such an intention, and the affair was terminated by a letter from Gen. Hamilton which concluded Avith a declaration that he did not regard the case as one calling for the resort that had been referred to.
Gen. Hamilton, thinking that the only way to wipe off the reproach that it was attempted to fasten upon his official character, published to the World, a complete history of the transactions, including all the documents submitted to the Committee, and the correspondence with Monroe, in a Pamphlet written with much feeling and signal ability.1 This having been done without consultation with his friends, they took unwearied pains to suppress the publication, deeming it neither necessary nor expedient. But few copies escaped their efforts, and one of these was sent to me, many years ago, as a curiosity by an old gentleman whose antiquarian tastes led him to collect and preserve such things, but I have °not seen it for a long time, and what I have stated is from a recollection of its contents.
I read it at an early period of my life with great interest, and could not but be strongly and favorably impressed by the readiness with which Gen. Hamilton exposed his moral character to just censure and the feelings of his family to the greatest annoyance, while
1 Observations on Certain Documents contained in Nos. V and VI of The History of tlir. United States for the Yew 1796, in which the charge of speculation against Alexander Hamilton, late Secretary of the Treasury, is fully refuted. Written l>y himself. Phila. Printed for John FennO', toy John. Bioren, 1797.
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